






























































We might even consider a picnic on the South Grounds for the occasion.
The drawback there is that it may appear to be too elitist for those who
are outside the gates.

Incidentally, you may remember that JFK once had a very memorable
night at the White House when he honored all of the Americans who had
won the Nobel Prize. As I recall, his comment to the guests that night
was to this effect: '""There hasn't been as much genius collected in this
room in the White House since Thomas Jefferson used to dine here alone.,"
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JAMES M. CANNON, PRESIDENT FORD'S assistant for domestic. affairs and
executive director of the Domestic Council, takes President’s place as speaker at R.I.
Independence Commemorative at Newpert service in celebration of 200th anniversary

of Rhode Island independence in pulpit of Trinity. Church yesterday. (Daily News)
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human freedom, and thereby

repaid in part the debt we all |
owe to a tiny handful of men. .

.who pledged their lives, their

fortunes and their sacred honor

that liberty might endure for all

of time.”

The day’s celebration, a
memorial to the late Rev.
John W. Dorney, began with a |
parade of military units from
the  Colony House on
Washington Square to the
church, led by the Newport
Artillery Company under Col.
Arthur Newell: Also in line were

the- Kentish Guards and Var-

num ' Continentals of East

Greenwich. and officers of the

Naval War College, who were:
given reserved seats at the
church. ‘The Newport Concert*
Band played a half-hour concert |
before the service, led by
Arthur Dennis, director.

The service was conducted by
the Rev. Charles J. Minifie,
rector, and the Rev. D. Lorne
Coyle, assistant. The Navy
Choristers, directed by Marian |
W. Van Slyke, sang. -

/" Mayor Dennelly read the first |
lesson, and Frank Hale “II, |

. chairman of R.I. Independence |

Commemorative at- Newport, |
read the second lesson. Lt. Gov. |
J. Joseph Gerrahy, who was to |
have read the governor's |
proclamation, was not present. |
A near -capacity audience |
attended, many  inm colonial |
costumes.” A reception at
Honyman~ Hall* "-followed,
arrénged by RIICAN under the ‘



THE WHITE HOUSE

I

WASHINGTON

 May 28, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RED CAVANEY - L
. GWEN ANDERSON =
' TERRY O'DONNELL ;
 BOBORBEN -
DOUG BLASER

FROM: | WILLIAM NICHOLSON LJU})] _

SUBJECT: The President's Participation in
: Bicentennial Activities, July 1-5

The President has approved participation in the fonowing events'
in honor of the Nation's Bicentennial, Background information is
attached. Please coordinate the announcement of these events with me,

Thursday, July 1l

11:00 a. r;1. - Dedicate the National Air and Space Museum.
The museum is located on the Mall along
Independence Avenue between 4th and 7th Streets.

: Saturdé.y, July 3

12:00 Noon Deliver address at the National Archives at a
' ceremony in honor of the Declaration of
Independence,
8:30 p.m, Honor America program at the Kennedy Center,

Sunday, July 4

7:30 a.m. Attend early Church Service at either St. John's
on Lafayette Square or Christ Church in Alexandria,

8:00 a. m. Depart for Valley Forge, Pennsylvania,



9:00 a.m.

. 9:40 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

12:15 p.m.

2:00 p.m.,

9:30 p.m.

‘Mgnday, July 5

.
2w

Greet wagonmasters at Wagon Train Encamopment

at Valley Forge Park and accept Pledges of

Rededication which were signed by hundreds of

thousands of Americans and collected by the
wagon trains enroute to Valley Forge,

Depart for Philadelphia.

. Special Bicentennial Program 3t Independence

Hall in Philadelphia.

Depart for New York City. '

Review Operation Sail 1976 and the International
Naval Review, ‘

View Happy Birthday USA fireworks program

10:00 a.m.

11:00 a,.m.,

L 3

cc: John O, Mérsh, Jr.
-Russ Rourke :

Milt Mitler
Ted Marrs

Carole Farrar

from the Truman Balcony of the White'Houae.

Depart for Charlottesville, Virginia,

Speak following naturalization ceremonies on

the steps of Monticello, the home of President

Jefferson,
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